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The Black population makes up a critical voting bloc.
Accounting for nearly 14% of all eligible voters, 1 Black
Americans can hold the deciding vote in elections.

With the right outreach e orts, campaigns and candidates
can help turn out Black voters and sway elections.

In this report, we’ll look at:

» The Black population and demographics
 Black voters’ political leanings and voting trends
» Successful outreach tactics

 Black households’ media consumption habits




Population

About 47.8 million Americans identify as Black, alone or

iIn combination with another race, accounting for 15% of

the total U.S. population. 2 From 2000 to 2021, the number
of Black Americans rose 36%, far outpacing the total U.S.
population growth of just 18%. 2
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Population Distribution

The U.S. Black population is spread throughout In fact, the South accounts for more than
every state, but Southern states generally have half the total U.S. Black population. 4

the highest concentrations. 3

Percent of Population that Identi es as Black Majority of the U.S Black population
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*Note: Figures may not add to 100% due to rounding, “U.S. Black population” refers to anyone who self-identi es as Black, inclusive of single-race Black, multiracial Black, and
Black Hispanic people.
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Diversity

Diversity within this group is growing, and younger Black Americans are signi cantly

more likely to identify as multiracial or Black Hispanic. 4

Black Americans
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Eligible Voters

In 2022, there were 32.7 million eligible Black voters,
comprising nearly 14% of all eligible voters. ;

Compared to all eligible voters, there are distinct
di erences in the Black population across age,

gender, and education levels.

Gender
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Age
Eligible Black Voters
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Wealth

Economic inequality has had a long and disproportionate
Impact on Black Americans, a fact that’s re ected in their
political priorities. ° The average Black household income
Is lower than that of any other racial or ethnic group: It's
about a third lower than the national median and less than

half the average for Asian Americans. 6

Median Household Income  ©

All $ 70,784
Asian $ 101,418
White, not Hispanic $ 77,999
Hispanic (any race) $ 57,981
Black B s 48.297

Likewise, the average wealth of Black households is just
7.5% that of white households, again lower than any

other group’s. ’
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Median Household Wealth ¢

Asian $ 206,400
White, not Hispanic $ 187,300
Hispanic (any race) $ 31,700

Black | | $ 14,100

The COVID-19 pandemic exacerbated the wealth gap for
many. By early 2022, 39% of Black Americans said they
could barely meet their basic needs or couldn’t meet them
at all — signi cantly higher than the U.S. average of 29%.

Don’t have enough to meet basic needs
Just meet basic needs
e Meet basic needs with a little left over

e Meet basic needs with ease and have a lot left over

Likewise, just 36% say they have an emergency fund. 8

8
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Top Political Issues

Black Americans’ nancial situations play a strong role in
determining the political issues most important to them.
Black Americans tend to prioritize kitchen-table issues
and urgent priorities, especially those related to their

personal nances. °

The top-cited issue overall is a ordable housing. Those
Black Americans most likely to state this as their top issue
are women, non-Democrats, those 18-34 and 35-54, and
those without college diplomas.

The second most important issue for Black Americans is
healthcare costs. This is the top priority for men, those

leaning strongly Democratic, and those over 55.

Other top issues include college a ordability (especially
for those identifying as “weak Democrats”) and air and

water quality (particularly among college grads).

Top 10 Priorities

% saying they’'d personally bene t “a great deal”

Making housing more affordable

Lowering the cost of healthcare

Reducing racism

Improving water and air quality

Making college more affordable

Creating more high-paying jobs

Making ends meet with one job

Fighting income inequality

Reducing taxes on working class

Improving public schools

55%

59%

Top Political Issues

63%

Black Voters

67%
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Voting Trends

Black Americans tend to vote resoundingly Democratic.
This trend has held true for decades, with as much as 95%

of Black voters going blue in presidential elections. o

Black Americans’ Presidential Votes .
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Black Americans’ 2022
Midterm Votes 1©

The 2022 midterms were
no di erent, with 86%

voting Democratic. 1°

Voting BéadsVoters
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Where the Trend Di ers

While Black constituents tend to vote blue, the GOP is
making gains among this group, especially down-ballot.
Republican House candidates in 2022 earned 14% of the
Black vote, a signi cant jump from the 8% earned in both
2020 and 2018. Republicans were down 68 points in 2022,
dramatically less than the 83- and 82-point di erences

in 2020 and 2018, respectively. And younger voters are
closing the gap even faster. Among Black voters aged 18
to 44, Democrats led by 54 points, down from 76 in 2020
and 75 in 2018.

Democrat/Republican Point Di erence in House Races 1
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Turnout

2020 Turnout

Turnout among Black voters is consistently below average. In the 2020 election, 62%
of Black citizens voted, compared to the U.S. average of 67%. Overall, Black women were
more likely to vote than Black men, and turnout rates generally increased with age. In

fact, young men were the least likely to vote, while older women were the most likely.

2020 Black Turnout by Age and Gender 2
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2022 Turnout

While overall turnout for the last two midterm cycles has been signi cantly higher than
In previous years, *Black turnout still lagged — the Black share of the electorate was at
its lowest since 2006. ' In close races, the level of Black voter turnout may have made

the di erence.

Turnout » Black Voters | 12

© 2025 Comcast. All rights reserved. Comcast con dential and proprietary information




Black voter turnout can increase by up to 3 points for each Black candidate on the ballot. 16

Georgia: Black Voters Propel Warnock to Victory

Georgia’s midterms gained national attention due to the
anticipated closeness of the race between incumbent
Democratic Senator Raphael Warnock and Republican
challenger Herschel Walker. All eyes were on Black voter

turnout for two key reasons:

» The Black population accounts for nearly a third of the
total Georgia population. 3

 For the rst time in the state’s history, voters had a
choice between two Black candidates for Senate. 1

Warnock narrowly received more votes in the November
election, garnering 49.4% compared to Walker’s 48.5%.
Since no candidate received 50% of the votes, they went

to a December runo .
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Black voters made up 28% of all voters in the runo, 1% and
they overwhelmingly voted blue. Warnock received 90% of

the Black vote, while Walker received just 8%. 19 Ultimately,
this made a di erence. Warnock secured 50.7% of the total

vote, beating out Walker by 1.4 points. 20

Black Votes *°

Warnock Walker Other

90% 8% 2%

18

Wisconsin: Low Black Turnout Results in Republican Win

Similarly close was the Wisconsin race for Senate between
iIncumbent Republican Senator Ron Johnson and Black
Democratic challenger Mandela Barnes. Barnes was
hoping to secure a win by mobilizing Black constituents,
using campaign and ad strategies focused on reaching
them. ?'In the end, this bloc simply didn’t turn out in high
enough numbers. Only about 160,000 Black residents
cast votes, ?># down from more than 210,000 in 2018.
Experts say this drop was the deciding factor of the
election.15 Johnson won by a single point, about 26,000

votes out of more than 2.6 million. 22

Turnout « Black Voters
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Messaging and Outreach

As with any subsection of the total population, there’s no one-size-fits-all approach
for reaching Black potential voters. Campaigns need to pay attention to the local
constituents, understand what’s important to them, and cater political outreach

to resonate with potential supporters. However, there are some tried and true
outreach approaches.

Prioritize Voter Engagement

First and foremost, be sure to reach out to this often-overlooked group. During the

2016 election cycle, just 42% of Black citizens said they were directly contacted

by political parties. 2® Additionally, outreach is often focused on swaying those who

already have high levels of political activity, rather than focusing on achieving greater

reach to engage additional constituents. 27 A voter’s level of political involvement

strongly correlates to the amount of campaign outreach they receive leading up to an
election, 2’ so delivering messaging to a broader audience of Black Americans can be a
powerful strategy.

Messaging and Outreach e Black Voters |
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Taillor Your Messaging

While Black Americans overall prioritize kitchen-table

Issues,® this group cannot be treated homogenously. Get to

know the issues most important to the local constituents
and focus your messaging on how your candidate or
campaign would address those issues. Take advantage of
the targeted advertising opportunities available today to
customize your outreach, delivering di erent messages to
di erent audience segments.

Use Various Platforms -
Including TV

Multi-channel marketing is a must for anyone trying to gain
support. Combining mediums like TV, streaming, direct
mail, social media, and more can ensure greater reach,
reinforce your message, and lead to greater recall. 28
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Perhaps the most important element of a holistic outreach
approach is TV advertising, which has been found to a ect

election outcomes; 2°

* It has a greater in uence than most other strategies,
including canvassing and direct mail.

* Its e ects are even stronger in down-ballot races than in
presidential ones.

o Its power to a ect election outcomes has stayed steady
over the years.

TV is even more e ective when used early and consistently.
Comcast Advertising analyzed more than 8,000 political
TV campaigns that ran in the 60 days before the 2022
election, accounting for di erences in investment levels.
The analysis found that the campaigns with the greatest
reach ran for an average 16 days longer than

those with the lowest reach. 3¢ This 16-day duration

di erence correlated to 2.5 times greater reach with

86% higher frequency. *°









Comcast Advertising is ready to help guide your campaign
to victory. Contact us today to start reaching your
potential voters everywhere they watch content.

E ComcastAdvertising.com @ 888.877.9799
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